The rapidity with which Sir John moved in this matter annoyed some of his colleagues. On Hincks's arrival at Montreal he was met by Macdonald, and they returned to Ottawa together by boat. When they reached the capital, arrangements were complete. Sir John's offer was accepted readily by Sir Francis. He was sworn of the privy council and appointed minister of finance on October O, 18139. A seat was found for him in North Renfrew where he was returned in a by-election a few weeks later in the face of violent Reform opposition2
never been a good party man and undoubtedly he was restless under party discipline. Cartwright was disappointed at not being selected for the finance portfolio himself, and apparently he did not know that Galt had been offered the post tentatively, and had refused it, between the resignation of Rose and the appointment of Hincks3
There were soon signs that the disaffection extended beyond Galt and .Cartwright. Mackenzie Bowell wrote to Cartwright: "I regret the turn affairs have taken very much, as it will be somewhat difficult to swallow Hincks without a very thick coat of sugar, and even then if the operation don't choke some of us I shall be mistaken."a Cartwright informed Macdonald on October lg that he could not support a government of which Hincks was a member. 4 He then wrote to Galt setting forth his objections to the Hincks appointment and felt Galt out as to what steps should be taken in protest. 5 Galt agreed that some action should be taken, but he thought nothing effective could be done until the house met, when there would be an opportunity to ascertain the feeling of other members. He displayed at the same time his growing animosity against Macdonald. 6
At the end of October, Cartwright again set forth to Galt his objections to Macdonald's action. He was much franker in his criticism than he had been in his previous letters, and he also voiced the belief that several members of the party would support them in a protest. 7 Galt meanwhile had felt out some of his friends on their attitude to the Hincks appointment. He was convinced that a protest would find much support, but he did not think it expedient to oppose Hincks in the Renfrew by-election• as that would only serve to help the Liberal opposition. After what I have gone through as Finance Minister in trying to put things to rights, I cannot be compromised by support of the present arrangement. I view it as simply one to serve John A's personal interests. He thinks Hincks will go into the House and rally the Liberals against him, so he takes him into the Cabinet to prevent him doing mischief. He has, however, altogether overlooked the effect on the public & has reckoned too confidently on the inability of the Conservatives of Ontario to get another leader.
The object to be avoided is a breach in our own ranks which would only serve our opponents. This may, I hope, still be avoided, but, if no other course offers, I for one shall rather take the consequences now than face certain annihilation at the next election.
One important point is that I know Cartier is perfectly indifferent whether there be a crisis from Ontario causes or not?
Sir John set forth in detail his reasons for appointing Hinck$ in a letter to Cartwright on November 17. He answered the objections raised by Cartwright, and explained the political and administrative advantages which he expected to follow t.he move. He also gave assurance that he had consulted several of his colleagues before acting, and he had found them agreeable to the appointment?
All the members approached did not see eye to eye with Galt and Cartwright in this matter. Workman, of Montreal Centre,. was not pleased with the course of events but he was not prepared to do anything about it. n James Cockburn, member for Northumberland, expressed the view of this group: . . . I know Hincks appointment has been badly received. I too disliked it much at first but when I came to hear Macdonald's reasons for the step, I was convinced that it was wise. No doubt Hincks would have joined Brown had he not been secured, at any rate we must yield many things for the common good. What if the present Gov't. were to resign, who could succeed them? The Confederation is too new to permit a change of rulers. We cannot afford trials of new •4Ibid., Bowell to Cartwright, Jan. 11, 1870, and Jan. 24, 1870.
•5Ibid., Cartwright to Galt, Jan. 27, 1870.
•5Ibid., Galt to Cartwright, Feb. 7, 1870.
•7Members for South Grenville, Dundas, Compton, Richmond-Wolfe, Lennox, and North Hastings.
are several who dare not speak out aloud who will take shelter under our wing if we move at once. The case is a terribly strong one against Sir John, and to say truth I mean to join in against him quite as much as move against H. Then bear in mind that the only section in Ontario on which the Conservatives can really depend (apart from the Ottawa country which goes with the tide) is the central part lying between Coburg and Prescott. Here we have twenty constituencies all represented by Conservatives, and in this region which I know well, and in which the four Ontario men I named (i.e. Self, King, Ross and Bowell) have all for various causes a good deal of weight apart from our mere voting, Hincks appointment is deeply and all but unanimously condemned. Moreover we are quite as much concerned with the outside public as the House and as our appeal is substantially to them the quicker and more boldly we act the more ground we will gain in their estimation. If you think it wise to do so, you have a perfect right to act as a sort of arbiter or umpire in this matter, i.e., as between the two sections of the Conservatives and I am quite willing you should, as we by no means wish for a per- 
